aria, almost fifty on nineteenth-century academic hospitals. They contain some surprises and confirm the old adage that there is nothing new under the sun. We read, amongst other things, of the gradual laicisation of hospitals during the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries, of their siting beside streams 'in aptiorem et ampliorem locum in suburbia' and the generous provision of quadrangles for the laying-out of clothes and other apparel, of an operating theatre with a gallery for spectators (Munich, 1809) , of strife between doctors and lay bodies (the universities laying stress on teaching, the municipalities on quick cures), and of the great 'rationalization' in early nineteenth-century Munich where 'curable' cases were transferred from a variety of small institutions to a new 'allgemeine Krankenhaus'-an important step in the development of modern German medicine. This is not a book to be read at one sitting. It is a work of reference which will suggest ideas to some and be used as a model by others. 
